
• On 9 March Squadron issued a r e p o r t on the 
damage i n f l i c t e d upon the eneniy elements w i t h i n t h e i r zone. 
kTp to and i n c l u d i n g 7 March, 1 9 4 5 , the known enemy t i l l e d 
numbered 5 0 , while 25 v^ere wounded and 125 v^ere taken 
p r i s o n e r . • ' 

On 14 March Major Castles addressed the troop 
to e x p l a i n exactly what had been r e q u i r e d of them and what 
had been accomplished. He said t h a t we had given the 55th 
I n f a n t r y enough dupport at L i n f f o r t to give them confidence 
i n us and t h a t - " a l l the damage done there v̂ as by your 
eight-gun b a t t e r y of 75mm Ho?/itzers and F Gompnay's 75mm 
r i f l e s . You men of the 88th Recon Squadron took and held 
5 , 0 0 0 yards of the West bank of the Rhine w i t h 700 men; 
which v/ae mere fron t a g e than the 291st, which was supposed 
to take over, c a r e d t f r e l i e v e us o f . They had 3 , 5 0 0 îen,»* 
The Major cautioned the men and o f f i c e r s to remain w i t h t h e i r 
v e h i c l e s , " — • - - u n t i l you are sure no o p p o s i t i o n remains.. 
Two f i n e o f f i c e r s , L t . Ryan and L t . Bussert, were k i l l e d 
because they l e f t t h e i r tanks a f t e r machine gun f i r e had 
been ap p a r e n t l y subdued, and walked i n t o a wmiting trap.'* 

At 0830 on the morning of 8 March the 291st 
r e l i e v e d us a t Budberg. 

On 24th Iferch the "Stars And S t r i p e s " the GI 
d a i l y , came out w i t h a b r i e f a r t i c l e i n m i l d praise of the 
i n i t i a l combat performance of the 8 e t h Recon. Casual mention 
was amde of the capture of a German: warehouse and the r e s u l t -
i n g PY-like d i s t r i b u t i o n of hehrmacht sardines, cheese packed 
l i k e t o o thpaste, c i g a r e t t e s and candy, " — - - w h i l e 83s were 



f e l l i n g a l l arcund". I t also mentioned the captiire of ten 
f r e i g h t cars on a s i d i n g loaded w i t h heavy calibc^r ammo, 
and an ammo du::pj- and "--advancing on f o o t under heavy enemŷ  
a r t i l l e r y f i r e the squadron grabbed o f f 1 1 , 0 0 0 yards of the 
BhAne!' F u r t h e r , accordin g to "Stars And S t r i p e s " , the 
Squadron "----sw/ept from L i n t f o r t s t r a i g h t to the Rhine, 

t a k i n g Orscy, Stenden, f.in t e r s w i c k , Budberg, Breissen, 
Plank, Grunland, E v e r s a l l and M i l c h p l a t z . " 

A f t e r Tr HQ was set up at Bins beck the next fevv 
days were used f o r r e s t and maintenance. On 11 March the 
platoons were r o t a t e d on 24 hour s h i f t s i n guarding bridges 
nearby which were s t r a t e g i c spots and i n p o s s i b l e danger 
of being destroyed by saboteurs, s i x of ?/hom had been cap­
tu r e d . Their i n s t r u c t i o n s had been to wa i t u n t i l the a s s a u l t 
troops had gone over, and then to blow the bridges from 
behind. ] A Q ^ J J p^-^/-JX^ir-^ 

On 14 March we vyere scheduled to dry-run a r i v e r 
c rossing but the next morning a bu r s t watermain a t the bridge 
caused the problem to be c a l l e d o f f . New carbine s i g h t s 
were f i t t e d and the men who received them were given an 
op p o r t u n i t y to zero i n t h e i r weapons. •, k -

For the next fevj days a new system was t r i e d 
w i t h regards to...the FO set-up. I t was suggested that the 
platoon sergeants of the reccn troops be taught the a s s a u l t 
gun proceedure - i n c l u d i n g e l l steps used i n i n d i r e c t f i r e . 
This would e l i m i n a t e the necessity of sending . o f f i c e r s from 
B Troup to act as FOs. 



* , •* • 

The medium tank o u t f i t s i n the squadron were 
busy p r a c t i c i n g ne?' t a c t i c s i n the countryside about us. 
Engineers of the 53rd picked out the f i r s t r e a l day of 
Spring to set up a problem on a neighboring lake i n v o l v i n g 
the ude of a s sault boats and i n f a n t r y t a c t i c s . 


